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VINDICATING THE LAW 

set the expenses, but to aid materially. By conducting numerous small col- 
onies in various sections of the state, using inexpensive, movable houses that 
may be moved from one colony to another, the expense will be reduced to a 
minimum. The beneficient result of the outdoor 'life upon the patient is not 
to be overlooked. This plan is novel and will be watched with interest by all 
interested in the care of defectives. The need for intelligent instruction in 
sex hygiene was agreed to be especially desirable for delinquent girls. 

It was the general opinion that the Mothers' Pension Act had justified 
itself is evidenced by the action of twenty states in passing laws granting some 
sort of relief to mothers of dependent children. There still is much diversity 
of opinion regarding those the relief should be extended to, and the adminis- 
tration of the same. Most everyone is willing to admit that only the ground 
plan has been laid, and that much is to be done in working out methods. 

The advisability of extension of probation to adults convicted of felonies 
has proven itself highly successful, as was proven by the figures for Erie 
County, N. Y., which includes Buffalo. Forty-five per cent of all cases com- 
ing before the court were placed on probation. Of these, eighty-eight per 
cent were convicted of felonies and seventy-three per cent of all placed on 
probation were discharged with improvement. The excellent financial result 
in the saving to the families and the county have so impressed the county, 
that a new building is to be erected and devoted to the use of the probation 
department. The next meeting of both organizations will be held next year in 
Memphis in conjunction with the National Conference of Charities and Cor- 
rection. Harry Hill, 

Assistant Chief Probation Officer, Cook Co., 111. 

National Criminal Tendencies. — Law Times recently published the follow- 
ing interesting statement: 

"A Paris contemporary has been instructing its readers upon the special- 
ties of the various foreign delinquents who come before the criminal courts 
in the French capital. English and Americans, we read, generally have to 
answer charges of picking pockets. Russians and Spaniards are swindlers. 
Turks have to answer acts of violence, and Belgians fraud and forgery. The 
Italian is generally charged with unlawful wounding; the Arab with offenses 
against decency. The Hungarian is noted for mendacity and the white-slave 
traffic. The German specialty is usury or trade cheating." 

R. H. G. 

Vindicating the Law. — Recently we received an enquiry for information 
concerning the treatment of the Newark, Ohio, lynchers in 1910. The following 
appeared in the Chicago Tribune for January 4, 1912. It answers the query and 
may be of interest to others : "It is said, with some justice, that the knowledge of 
what has been done to punish the lynchers of Carl Etherington, in Newark, 
Ohio, July 10, 1910, will never be spread as widely as was the knowledge of 
the crime. People will remember what lynchers did in Newark without 
knowing what law in Newark did to the lynchers. 

"For that reason there is the more cause for recording that the trials, 
recently brought to an end, resulted in thirty convictions, one for murder in 
the second degree, thirteen for manslaughter, seven for riot and nine for assault 
and battery. If some of the sentences seem inadequate it must be remembered 
that in mob misrule there are varying degrees of guilt, and that Newark and 
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VINDICATING THE LAW 

Ohio have handled their lynchers more severely than has any other American 
community in which law has been outraged." 

In this connection I wish to call attention to a statistical statement with 
reference to the lynchings which have occurred during the year 191 1, as 
published in the Chicago Record-Herald under date of January 1, 1912: 

"Only thirty-five lynchings, known to be such beyond doubt, occurred in 
the United States in 191 1. This, of course, was thirty-five too many, but in 
previous years the number has been much larger, forty-seven having been 
recorded in 1910 and fifty-seven in 1909. 

"The Record-Herald, in attempting to keep statistics in this matter, is 
conservative; it does not class as lynchings cases of plain murder, or cases 
of attempted lynching. A lynching, properly speaking, is a forestalling of 
justice by a mob. Some writers on this subject made a count far too large 
by including many cases properly to be classed otherwise. 

"The record is bad enough as it is on the most careful record, and the ap- 
peal to lynch law is due in almost every instance to distrust of legal proceed- 
ings with the implied moral that to abolish lynchings criminal law must be 
made swifter and more certain in its working. 

"In the thirty-five lynchings the victims of all but one were negroes, 
according to news dispatches, and the one doubtful case probably was that of 
a negro. Alleged crimes against women or girls account for eleven cases 
and murder of white men for eighteen. In six cases the cause was not 
specified. 

"Again, as in the records of former years, the greatest provocative of 
lynchings seems to be murder or attempted murder of white men rather 
than sex crimes. Race hatred and race intolerance accounts for many of the 
cases, for it may fairly be presumed that a white man accused of the mur- 
der of another white man would have been given a fair trial. 

"By states the record is as follows: 
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"The decrease in lynchings in southern states probably was due largely 
to the efforts that have been made by governors and prominent citizens in the 
last few years to wipe out the disgrace of the annual record of such deeds. 
Many of the governors have acted promptly and energetically to prevent 
lynchings, with the declared policy of giving the law free opportunity for the 
punishment of all alleged offenders, white or black. 

"The atrocious lynching in Coatesville, Pa., where a wounded negro was 
carried from a hospital on a stretcher and burned to death, was an expression 
cf race feeling as fierce and as passionate as any ever exhibited south of 
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THEOLOGY AND CRIME 

Mason and Dixon's line. It was followed also by the acquittal of the men 
accused of the lynching, because, apparently, of race feeling on the part of 
the jurymen." 

Compare this Journal, Vol. IV, No. 1, p. 130, for lynching statistics of 1912. 

R. H. G. 

Theology and Crime. — There is something radically wrong about our 
traditional system of education, that leaves so many minds in a state to be 
easily influenced criminally; and also something very wrong about our whole 
theory of punishment in that it does not lessen crime. A studious inquiry into 
the history of all discoveries, inventions, social institutions, political regula- 
tions, etc., shows that it has taken our entire race thousands of years to think 
out the problems before us, many of which are still in the active process of 
change from error to knowledge, and in view of the vast amount of suffering 
and wrong-doing still going on in the world, it is self-evident that perfection 
has not yet been reached in any field, and that everything must still be kept 
open for dispassionate inquiry and re-adjustment. 

One of the theories that has come down from the remote past, the history 
of which is well known as a part of race-psychology, is that there is an essen- 
tial relationship between theological belief and moral behavoir, and so persist- 
ent has this theory been, that nearly all parents and teachers still continue to 
make a strong factor of theology in all their efforts to impress good behavoir 
and moral action upon the lives of children. 

Of all subjects this is the one in relation to which there should, in the in- 
terest of human conservation, be a most calm, kindly and impartial arraignment 
of facts and statistics, for we can only judge of the efficiency of a system by 
the results obtained, and everyone truly interested in humanity's progress should 
be ready to face the facts and figures and be guided by them unflinchingly. 
The matter is exceedingly important for many are convinced that theology, 
instead of preventing misconduct through fear as in former times,' has the ef- 
fect of confusing the mind from childhood up, and destroying the power of 
self-guidance through "cause to effect reasoning." As all children must one 
day pass from the control of their parents and teachers and thereafter become 
directors of their own lives, the needful thing is to conserve their brains as 
thinking machines by constantly thinking of tangible things in their true pro- 
portion — the only mental exercise that will develop the judgment and discrim- 
ination required to avoid the follies and pitfalls of life which are practical 
realities, not spiritual or esoteric. 

A review of the mental training of a few of those recently convicted of 
serious crime shows : Beattie the wife murderer to have had careful religious 
training; Rev. Richeson trained from boyhood in theology, preaching it up to 
the very day of the crime he later confessed; the McNamara brothers carefully 
trained in their church, and the four condemned young murderers of Chicago 
all reared in theological belief ; suggest that the system so strenuously demanded 
for moral education may not be "panning out." Supernaturalism being evi- 
dently no deterrent of crime, the serious question arises is it a crime stimulant, 
does it prepare the way for criminality? Should statistics prove that crimes are 
the most largely committed by those whose minds were wrecked in childhood 
by those who poisoned them with theology, will it not be the duty of the govern- 
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